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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on a very important type of cities that which has spread
in the Islamic world (the eastern and western), that is Casbah. The Casbah was originally a

defensive center; as time passed, it turned into a civilian city with complete facilities.

Within this framework, the study surveys the urban development of Chefchaouen in the
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Mountains of northwest Morocco, which was founded as a small Casbah (fortress) in the
center of the Rif mountains in1471 to fight the Portuguese invasions of northern Morocco.

Then many people, including Andalusians, immigrated to Chefchaouen, and, shortly
it became among one of the Moroccan cities. The Casbah became the center around which
all the components of the city were revolved after that, especially since the place in which
it was built helped the success of the establishment of the city and its prosperity in the
future of its life, because it provided the basic conditions for the emergence of cities and
the selection and planning of their sites, such as natural fortification, abundance of water,
and the presence of an appropriate agricultural land.

Key-words: Casbah City, Chefchaouen, Casbah, Houmt-Souk.
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