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Abstract

There are several ancient Egyptian rock-cut tombs excavated in the Western
Mountain of Assiut. The compartment of one of these tombs contains designs, ornamental
motifs and writings executed by incising or pitting. These include the design of a mihrab
(prayer niche) from which a mishkah (lantern) hangs down; to the right of the mihrab there
is a arcade that lantern designs hang from the keys of some of its arches. Some Arabic
inscriptions also appear in this compartment, including the words "Allah" and
"Muhammad”, in addition to several names of other people. The study showed that the
mihrab and the arcade symbolize a musallah (prayer hall); and that the names inscribed
there belonged to the stonemasons who worked in the Western Mountain of Assiut
between the 13" and 14™ centuries AH and the 19" and 20™ centuries AD. On the other
hand, there is another tomb in this mountain which has Arabic drawings and inscriptions,
which include a drawing of two red mihrabs; in addition to some writings scattered along
the walls of the tomb, including verses from the Noble Qur’an written in red, and several
names of some people executed by grooving. The mihrabs and the Noble Qur’anic verses
indicate that this tomb was often used as a musallah (prayer hall) by stonemasons between
the 13™ and 14™ centuries AH and the 19™ and 20™ centuries AD; and that the names
carved on the tomb belonged to some people who visited this tomb, which was used as a
musallah (prayer hall) at different times.

Keywords: Mihrab, Arcade, Mishkah, Musallah, Mosque, Symbol, Arabic
Inscriptions, the Holy Qur'an, Allah, Muhammad, ElI Maghrpy, Stonemason, Quarries,
Grooved, Engraved, Pitted, Red Color, Black Color.
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Kahl, J., Ancient Asyut: The First Synthesis after 300 Years of Research, the Asyut
Project I, Wiesbaden, 2007, p. 59.
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